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Thanksgiving Luncheon Nov 18 

Parents Drill  (South Campus) Dec  3 

Board Meeting (South Campus 10 AM) Dec  5 

Military Competition (Rathje Campus 2:30) Dec 11 

Christmas Pledge Service (Rathje Campus) Dec 17 

Christmas Pledge Service (South Campus) Dec 17 

Board Meeting (West Campus 10 AM) Jan 9 

Board Meeting (South Campus 10 AM) Feb 6 

Glenwood School for Boys and Girls 

123rd Birthday 
Feb 8 

Board Meeting (Rathje Campus 10 AM) March 6 

FLAG DAY (General Meeting) June   5 

Alumni Camp Weekend  (Camp Getschow) June 18-20 



From the Chairman & Vice Chairman 
 
 Another summer has past and only one major 

Alumni gathering remains in 2009.  If you make it to the 

Thanksgiving Luncheon on November 18th we will see 
you there.  We have welcomed several new alumni to the 

group and lost a few due to time or illness.   The latter 

reminds us of the sense of urgency associated with find-

ing our lost brothers.   If you have contact information on 
any alumni please send an email to rswoger@aol.com. 

 Flag Day and Alumni Weekend at Camp Getschow 

allowed us the opportunity to meet alumni that spanned 
several decades and share our experiences at Glen-

wood.    It was most enjoyable to spend time during 

Alumni Weekend with so many old and new 

friends.   Saturday evening at the campfire  was made 
special by songs lead by Kevin Dawson & Rich Rothaupt 

as well as Brian Gambrel and John Borgia playing acous-

tic guitars.  It is a reminder of not just times past but the 
lasting relationships that formed so many years 

ago.   That bond of affection is common to all Glenwood 

students and it seems to show up at every gathering.   
 We are happy to report that as of this writing it ap-

pears that Camp Getschow will remain an integral part of 

the Glenwood experience for the foreseeable fu-

ture.   Plans are being made by the school to establish a 
separate endowment fund to provide for the camp. The 

Association and its members will be asked to participate 

in this fundraising effort.  We will inform all of you as 
we receive  more information. 

  One of our key goals since our election in 2006 has 

been to increase the annual paid membership.   The re-
sults have been mixed but overwhelmingly positive.   For 

three consecutive years we have exceeded 200 paid mem-

bers.  Compare this to the average of less than 100 for the 

previous fifteen  years and you get the picture. We are 
asking everyone that has paid dues in the past to step up 

now to ensure a fourth year of strong membership partici-

pation.  If we have continued participation in paid mem-
bership we will surpass our 2011 goal of 300 members. 

It is your support that gives the Alumni Association a 

voice. That voice is growing stronger and being heard 

more often.  For example, the camp program was in jeop-
ardy as the school searched for ways to reduce operating 

expenses. The Alumni Association stepped forward and 

demonstrated the essential need for camp in developing 
well rounded students.   We have stepped up monetarily 

as well, contributing over $15,000 to camp programs 

over the last three years. This does not include our other 
donations in past years of more than $50,000 towards 

other projects for the kids at Glenwood.   Time, effort and 

money made that happen, you made that happen.  

The financial news for the Association is much bet-
ter than it was earlier this year.     During the financial 

market crisis in the first half of this year, some debate 

occurred to assess our investment strategy.   We consid-
ered our investing strategy to be sound and conservative 

enough to weather the storm and stayed the course.  The 

market has returned all of our initial investment.  Current 
projections indicate that we should be able to announce 

that we have met the initial goal of $100,000 to fund the 

Alumni Endowment by year end 2011.  This is just the 

foundation for our Association to operate in the future for 
generations to come. The Alumni Endowment will only 

be reached if we have the continued support of our cur-

rent membership along with the finding of fellow alumni 
to join our ranks. 

As planning for 2010 begins it is evident that a great 

deal more help is needed.   It has been suggested by sev-
eral members that another event or two should be put on 

the calendar.  The simple truth is that we do not have 

enough people to plan and organize any additional 

events.   There is a very small core group of volunteers 
that plan and organize events such as Flag Day, the Golf 

Outing, Raffle, Military Drill Judging and getting the 

newsletters out.   Your help is requested. Most of this 
work is done via email or telephone so your physical lo-

cation need not be in the immediate area of the 

school.   Please consider giving us a call and getting in-
volved. 

We are challenging everyone to dig deep, pay dues, 

buy and sell raffle tickets and give in whatever way they 

can so the Association can reach its endowment of $100, 
000.  In return we can only express our gratitude for your 

continued support, kind words and participation. 

Our best to you and your families for the upcoming 
holidays. We hope to see you at one of our events very 

soon. 

 

Joe Hack 69-78 Jack Olson 74-79 

Chairman   Vice Chairman 

 

Trea$urers Report 
 

As of October 16, 2008 our treasury totaled 

$86,527.39 

 

Investment Account  $49,831.58 

Certificates of Deposit $20,099.44 

Checking Account  $17,111.17 

Pay Pal   $     485.20 

 

TOTAL   $ 86,527.39 

 

Kevin Riley 71-80 

Treasurer GSAA 
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ALUMNI WEEKEND ACTIVITIES  

JUNE 2009 
 

 Fatherôs Day fell during the Alumni Work Week-

end this year, but that didnôt stop many of our families 
from spending time with their dadôs/husbands. There 

were approximately thirty-one alumni and their families 

that participated in the work activities at Camp Getschow 

on Fatherôs Day Weekend! The total head count was 
sixty-four people. I would like to ñthankò everyone for 

calling and letting me know ahead of time when they 
would be arriving, and how many people would be in 

their party. I forgot to get a list of names as Iôve done in 

the past so everyone knew who came and worked. 

We accomplished many work activities this year as 
we have in the past. Many alumni came to camp a day 

early so some of the work was done on Thursday, which 

allowed everyone a little free time to enjoy camp, and 
fish on Saturday. The general cleanup was the main pri-

ority to get the camp ready for the kids. 

Everyone joined in before breakfast on Saturday to 
clean the beach area. Every year Joe Hack brings his 

sprayer and saves us a tremendous amount of paint brush-

ing and rolling of paint. He spray painted the Laundry 

Palace and the wood storage shed (known to the older 
alumni as ñTimber & Pineò), and the east wall of the din-

ing hall. Hank Brady, Ike Lewis, and Jarvis painted the 

sideboard on the Northeast corner of the dining hall. Mr. 
Borgia and crew went into the woods and found 5 pine 

trees that they transplanted in the area west of the dining 

hall. Jack Olson and son Evan came to camp on Thursday 
and cleaned the ñMagic Camp Fireò area and weed 

whacked a large area on the north side of camp. Tom and 

Bonnie took care of the gym floor, as usual. There were 

many jobs done by many other alumni too numerous to 
mention. A wonderful, ñThank You!ò to everyone else 

that showed up and assisted with the cleanup, including 

the camp counselors this year. When I sent them to do a 
job, it was done quickly and efficiently. 

Kevin Dawson made a special trip to camp after 

many years to join us for the work weekend. Kevin used 

to run the Indian Lore Program back when I was a 
camper, and provided us with many great memories. I 

remember the Indian Lore Program having as many 

Flag Day Festivities 
Dear fellow Alumni: 

It was another exciting day for students, parents, 

staff and alumni at the 113th Annual Flag Day Cere-

monies at Glenwood! 

The event started with the Military Drill Compe-

tition. Alumni Association officer, Jack Olson, 

served as one of the judges for the drill competition. 

Following the drill competition was the presentation 

of medals and awards to the cadets.  Once again, the 

alumni were well represented as our Chairman Joe 

Hack, Vice-Chairman Jack Olson Secretary, Burt 

Amos and Treasurer Kevin Riley all presented med-

als to students.   

This year Glenwood honored past President John 

Irwin by naming the entrance road ñJohn Irwin 

Wayò .  As we do each year at Flag Day, during the 

drill competition and awards ceremony, the Alumni 

Association provided a cookout at the front of the 

Recreation Hall for all students, parents, staff and 

alumni in attendance.  In addition to providing our 

normal hot dogs, hamburgers and chicken breasts, 

we were honored to have alumnus Peter Vanda, 

owner of Ooga Booga Bar-Ba-Q of Lockport pro-

vide additional food for the event.  He had pulled 

pork ñSamichesò which everybody loved. 

We had a moderate turn out of 44 Alumni at the 

event after which there was  a short meeting to bring 

everyone in attendance up to date on everything go-

ing on with the Alumni Association. Wonôt you 

make it a point to join us next year at Flag Day to re-

live your days at Glenwood and to see some old 

friends? You never know who you might see! 
 
Burton Amos 71-79  Secretary GSAA 
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We Honor 

Those Who 

Serve 

We are committed 

to finding and hon-

oring our fellow 

brothers and sisters 

in the service. If you 

know of any please 

forward that infor-

mation to our Com-

munications Direc-

tor Bob Swoger at 

 

 rswoger@aol.com 

630-837-7957 



as 30-40 participants. One year they lit the camp fire 
from a wire attached from a tree to the camp fire. Since it 

was dark at night when we lit the campfire, it appeared as 

a bolt of light coming from the sky. Kevin was always 
known for the snake dance. He usually found two large 

pine snakes and danced around the campfire with one in 

his mouth. When he finished his dance he would throw 

the snakes over the heads of the campers into the woods. 
I remember the campers ducking as the snakes went over 

their heads, and everyone would chuckle. Oh, those won-

derful ñgreatò years at camp Glenwood. 
Camp wouldnôt be camp if Mr. Borgia wasnôt there. I 

would like to thank Bob McClain and Glenwood School 

for allowing the Alumni Association to again participate 
in pre-camp activities, and to make camp as enjoyable 

now as it was for us as campers back many years ago. 

Again, I would like to thank everyone for their participa-

tion during Alumni Weekend. Until next year, may the 
Lord keep you safe so that we can again join in the cama-

raderie in the ñGreat Northwoodsò. 
 

God Bless All of You! 

John Rosenberry, Class ñ72ò 
 

Post Camp Weekend 
 

Our thanks go to Mr. Banks for granting permission 

for the first official post camp weekend visit by the 

Alumni held August 29th & 30th. We are planning this as 
a new annual event and future trips will be planned for 

the last weekend in August. Due to short notice we were 

not able to publish these dates in the last newsletter. Bob 
McClain and Jack Olson used the time to remove some 

very large and stubborn tree stumps from Alumni 

Square . Also on the agenda was general cleaning, 

grounds keeping, rounding up pillows and bedding, win-
terizing the wash houses, and getting any small repairs 

needed before winter. With the exception of a few house-

keeping items all the chores were done by Saturday. A 
visit was made to the magic campfire site to determine 

the materials required for replacing the lean-toôs. Bob has 

ordered the lumber and construction will take place at 
Alumni Pre-Camp weekend next June. Mark your calen-

dars for next year, tentative dates are August 28th & 29th, 

2010. 

Jack Olson 74-79  
 

GOLF OUTING 2009 

On August 22, 2009, the Alumni Association hosted 
its 19th Annual Golf Outing, the event raised over $1,800. 

The golfing portion of the event was held at Lincoln 

Oaks G.C. in Crete , IL and the Dinner was held in the 
Irwin Center at Glenwood Schoolôs South Campus in 

Glenwood, IL. The weather was beautiful for the 27 golf-

ers in attendance, a modified shot gun start got the event 
underway and provided for a timely return of all teams 

for the open bar held at the course. Ooga Booga Bar Ba Q 

provided an excellent dinner for the 40 quests in atten-

dance. This is the second year that Alum Peter Vanda and 
his crew produced superior results. 

Our champions this year are Eric & Vaenessa Yarbrough, 

you may remember that they also won in 2006. Vaenessa also 
won the Closest to the Pin 

trophy this year. Second 

place went to current Glen-
wood President Sam 

Banks and his lovely wife 

Maureen. Mrs. Banks also 

took home the Longest 
Drive trophy. Longest Putt 

went to Glenwoodôs Past 

President John Irwin. 
Last year alumnus 

Leroy Hazen of Villa Rica, Georgia, gathered the Class 

of 1958 together at our Golf outing dinner. Those that 

participated in that 50 year reunion at our Golf Outing 
dinner, joined us rather than joining the Bloom High 

School 50th Reunion event. This year we got the word out 

too late to have the same participation for the reunion of 
the Class of 1959. However, Jim Brady and Gerry Den 

Hamer did drop by to see their many friends that came to 

our Golf Outing Dinner before attending the Bloom 
event.  With the help of alumnus Louis Jamison we hope 

to organize our 1960 reunion next year in better fashion. 

Many thanks go out to all who participated, volunteers, spon-

sors, golfers and dinner guests. See our website for photos and 
please visit our sponsors and let them know you heard about them 

through the association. Our sponsors this year were: 

HOLE SPONSORS 
Graduating Class of 1979  

STW Health Care LLC   Kelvin Smith 

E! Personal Chef Services  Sergio Rodriguez 

HDS Inc. & The Hack Family Joe Hack 
Cam Golf Shop-Lansing, IL- Bob Swoger 

TROPY SPONSOR 

Xpand Wireless ï   Burt Amos 

DINNER SPONSOR 

Mr. Paul Sanchuck 

FAMILY SPONSOR  
John Lackos   Andrews Printing 
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MEMORIAL FULFILLS  

LIFELONG DREAM   
 

A sculpture of Jim Brady could best be called 

ñPuttering Man.ò He stacks cords of firewood in per-

fect rows. He rescues feeder goldfish from pet-shop 

doom; two dozen ripple through his artificial pond, fed 

by an elaborate terraced creek. 

His latest project is a little different: a memorial, 

dedicated to veterans, but also marking the arc of his 

own eclectic life as actor, cop and might-have-been 

soldier. Itôs a personal design, untouched by commit-

tees, focus groups or competitive bids, built in the 

middle of a scruffy pasture. 

The finished product sits on his acreage in the Ma-

ple Valley area. An American flag juts from the center 

of a bricked square. The stones are not bricks, actually, 

but ñpavers,ò Brady said. He is strict about this. 

Carved into the pavers are 42 names. His father, Henry 

Brady, a World War I veteran, is among them. There 

are more ï some he knew, some he didnôt. Stone 42 is 

labeled, ñAmerican VFW souls, known only to God.ò 

Many of the names belong to students of a school 

in Chicago ï the Glenwood School for Boys, which 

Brady attended. ñTwenty-five or 30 that were alumni,ò 

he said, poring over his list of names. ñAnd over half I 

never met. But it doesnôt matter. What they represent 

matters more than whether I met them.ò A similar me-

morial at the school provided the inspiration for his 

tribute. Brady visited Glenwood not long ago, and felt 

the stirrings of an 

idea. ñThe more I 

thought about those 

pavers, I thought, 

óMan, I got the spot 

for it,ôò he said.  

With that thought in 

mind Jim invited a 

fellow alum of the 

Glenwood School for 

Boys, Kevin Riley, 

the designer of the 

memorial at the 

school, to his west 

coast estate to construct his memorial during a week-

end visit. 

In 1976, he acquired his west coast property from 

an aunt and uncle. Since then, heôs erected a big 

house, and an outbuilding perfect for parties. An 

immense garage is next on his list. 

Eleven members of the Renton VFW post 

came out for a 21-gun salute and flag raising Sun-

day. They rang a bell and set the pavers in the 

ground. About 30 people came to witness it, and 

now Brady has the permanent tribute in place. 

Brady said Sundayôs dedication went as well as 

he could have hoped. 

ñIt was a wonderful day,ò he said. 

Despite Sundayôs 

ceremony, the site 

remains private. 

Brady doesnôt in-

tend it as an at-

traction ï more of 

an expression. 

ñWhen I look out 

and see the flag, 

that tells me who I 

am and where Iôm 

at ï American, in 

America,ò he said. 

His next project, 

along with the 

garage, is a ga-

zebo. And after that? Maybe a horse. 

ñA paint or an Appaloosa,ò he said, musing. 

ñThatôs what Iôd like. I donôt know if Iôll get it.ò 
Sean Robinson, The News Tribune  

Staff writer Brian Everstine contributed to this report. 

Published: 06/28/09    

 

61st Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 
 

Glenwood School will host its 61st Annual 

Thanksgiving Luncheon Celebration on 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at the Hyatt 

Regency Chicago, 151 East Wacker Drive, Chi-

cago. 
 

Please note this is a different venue. 
 

11:15 a.m. Reception followed at noon by 

the Luncheon & Program.  A general meeting 

of the Alumni Association will follow at ap-

proximately 1:45 p.m. 

 

The school has generously extended a 

price of $35 per person to alumni for this 

event. Contact: Crystal Phillips at 708-756-

5102 for more information and reservations. 

5 


